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Immersed in
the landscape
PHOTOS BY MARION BRENNER AND DAVID WAKELY

An estate where the architecture and
gardens blend seamlessly with their majestic
context, evoking a natural character
he nature reserve in the foothills of the Santa Cruz
Mountains, near Portola Valley in California, is a
paradise for nature lovers. This wide strip of low and
undulating hills, a mix of pastures, woods, riparian
areas and wetlands, keeps the rural character of the
region intact and allows immersive experiences in nature. A
one-acre private property that borders this reserve is an ideal
place for an artistic and creative couple. Their site has a long view
of both the hills and the reserve’s nearby woods of Sequoia sempervirens and California indigenous evergreen oaks (Quercus agrifolia). Proponents of gardening and sustainable living, the couple
wanted a home — modern and bright — where they could exist
closely with nature, and a garden where they could cultivate their
passion for horticulture.
The home is the result of the collaboration between Turnbull
Griffin Haesloop Architects and California landscape architect
Scott Lewis. Lewis positioned the structures on the site, moving
the buildings away from the oak forest and a grove of
Arctostaphylos in order to preserve the trees’ integrity and to
create large spaces for gardens. The clients’ dwelling consists of
two gabled, cedar-faced pavilions which are connected by a lower
building that hosts an extensive roof garden. The roof garden is a
meadow composed of a mix of native grasses, herbaceous plants
and seasonal native bulbs, with a succession of blooms and colors,
designed in perfect harmony with its surroundings.
On this page, the roof garden,
visible from the windows of the
master bedroom, is used for storm
water mitigation, while beautifully
harmonizing with the landscape,
thanks to the use of grasses and
herbaceous plants that have a
native character. Bouteloua
gracilis, Festucia idahoensis

“Siskiyou Blue,” Festuca mairei,
Leersia monandra, Muhlenbergia
dubia, Nassella cernua,
Eschscholzia californica,
Dichelostemma capitatum, and
Brodiaea elegans are arranged in
traverse lines in a play of
alternating colors and textures.
Photo by David Wakely
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The interior of the house, airy and full
of light, reveals views of the garden
that gradually fade into the
surrounding landscape
Every night, a great horned owl perches on a gable peak
overlooking the meadow and looks for prey in the
nearby woods. The actual garden consists of several flat
areas surrounding the buildings that progress towards
gentle slopes where the garden seamlessly merges with
the preserve’s landscape. A system of winding paths
connects everything in the garden and offers new
glimpses at each curve.
The design reveals a balance of solids and voids, an
equilibrium of shapes, volumes and textures, and a
harmonic color palette, which changes over time.
Interestingly, Lewis has opted for a restrained number of
species. He used multiple cultivars from each species
such that —as the color of flowers or fruit changes —
the garden’s overall uniformity of structure and texture
is retained.

In the photo at left, the open
space of the living area features
large windows that frame the
garden and the views of the
Santa Cruz Mountains. On this
page, another window wall of the
living room overlooks the main
courtyard and the clients’
collection of succulents. The big
trees of the reserve naturally frame
the Arctostaphylos shrubs
scattered in the garden.
Photo by David Wakely

At the request of the clients who wanted a minimal
impact on the landscape in both the architecture and
the vegetation, many plants used were native to California, to promote biodiversity and reduce water consumption to a minimum. They were planted in an informal
style among the beautiful California oaks.
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Ceanothus, Arctostaphylos and Salvia in different species and
varieties constitute the backbone of the garden. These, together
with Eschscholzia caifornica (California poppy) and grasses, are a
common thread. A circular stone planter that contains the client’s
succulent collection is the focal point of the central courtyard.
Made by a noted sculptor, the stone circle is visible from every
room that overlooks the courtyard. Lewis gave a naturalistic
sense and a fluid form to this property. Completely devoid of
fences, the garden provides habitat for local fauna, completing
the integration process with the nature reserve.
sllasf.com
On this page at top, a view of the main
courtyard from the path in front of the
living room, bordered by Salvia
clevelandii ‘Winifred Gilman’ and
Arctostaphylos ‘Emerald Carpet.’ Note
the collection of the succulents within the
stone circle, the pavilion at left that holds
the creative clients’ workshop and the
connecting structure that hosts the roof
garden.
Photo by Marion Brenner.
In the photo at right, a detail of the roof
garden, dotted with beautiful orange
flowers of Eschscholzia californica and
lilac blooms of Linum californica.
Photo by SLLA.

98

On the right page, in close-up, the
collection of succulents in the center
courtyard. The varieties in the stone
planter include Aloe forbesii, Aloe
plicatilis, Furcraea foetida ‘Mediopicta,’
Dasylirion serratifolium, Dasylirion
wheeleri, Yucca rostrate, Aloe
cremnophila, Agave americana
“Marginata,” Pachycereus marginatus,
and Euphorbia characias. Eschscholzia
californica and Sedum spathifolium are
scattered throughout.
Photo by David Wakely
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On this page, pictured at top left
is one of the paths that unite the
various areas of the garden with
Arctostaphylos manzanita 'Dr.
Hurd', Salvia clevelandii 'Allen
Chickering', and Quercus
agrifolia in the background. In
photo at right, a glimpse of the
planter with Euphorbia
characias, Agave Americana,
and Lophocereus marginatus. In
foreground, Salvia clevelandii
'Allen Chickering' and tufts in the
background of Muhlenbergia
rigens. Bottom photo, the potting
shed where the owners cultivate
young plants destined to be
future additions to the landscape.
Photo by Marion Brenner
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