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each homes are meant to
bring people together and allow them to enjoy the
outdoors—at least according to architect Lewis
W. Butler, the principal at San Francisco-based
Butler Armsden Architects, who designed a week-
end getaway in Stinson Beach for his own family.

“When we built this house, we wanted it to work
for three generations of our family,” says Lewis.
“You can’t get from one room to another without
walking through the living room, where everyone
hangs out. This house collects in the middle.”

Shaped like an H, with the living room serving
as the connecting bridge between the two bed-
room wings, the house is a model of smart, effi-
cient design for large family gatherings. Although
its total footprint is less than 2,000 square feet,
the house offers plenty of space—and privacy—to
meet the needs of the architect’s two children,
his parents, and his sisters’ families. “We’ve had
the whole family out here at once before,” Lewis
says. “There’s just enough space for everyone to
spread out to their four corners and still come
together in the living room.”

Sliding glass doors that open to a deck on one
side and a courtyard on the other side make the
20- by 24-foot living room feel even larger, espe-
cially during the spring and summer. “We tried to
push the idea of outdoor living to the max. The
outside and inside are really the same thing in
our living room,” says Lewis. “It almost feels like
a beach tent when we open all the doors.” Even
during cooler months, light flowing through the
glass doors—overlooking the Pacific Ocean on
one side and Golden Gate National Recreation
Area mountains on the other—makes the small
gathering space feel more spacious.




