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WEB-EXCLUSIVE HOME TOUR

Tour a Sprawling Napa Valley Estate That's a Dream
for Those of All Ages

After buying their historic Wine Country weekend escape, a young San
Francisco family enlisted interior designer Peter Dunham to translate

their welcoming, informal style throughout

By Rachel Gallaher
Photography by Victoria Pearson

June 26, 2024



For more than a decade, one San Francisco family—two East Coast transplants and their three
lively children—rented weekend houses in Napa Valley. They loved the easy escape from the
city and enjoyed spending quality time together cooking, playing games, and hosting dinner
parties for their friends. So after years of hopping between various locations around the region,
the family decided to put down roots and buy a permanent property. During an extensive
search, they eventually found a sprawling plot of land with a century-old farmhouse, two barns,
and grounds that unfurl to reveal an idyllic pond. With rows upon rows of grapevines, it was

the quintessential Napa Valley setting.

“We had rented on the top of a mountain lane and on the valley floor,” the wife recalls. “We
appreciated both settings, and this property offers the two: valley floor with a bit of elevation
for lovely views.” The family knew they wanted a country escape with outdoor space, a tennis
court and pool, and grapes to look at, but not the need to farm it themselves. Located in
Yountville, which sits halfway between St. Helena and the town of Napa, the former dairy farm

has a storied history involving one of the most prominent winemaking families in the region.

“The property belonged to the same family from the mid 19th century to the late 1960s,” says

interior designer Peter Dunham, who the clients brought on to transform the interiors of their

future home. “That family leased land to Robert Mondavi at their kitchen table, and he started
planting vines in the 1960s.” The house, built around 1910 but renovated and added on to
many times over the years, looked good from the exterior, but the interiors had low ceilings, a

convoluted flow, and were not oriented to take advantage of the views.


https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/steve-tisch-beverly-hills-home-slideshow
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A jewel-toned paint was used in the kitchen, where two custom Hollywood at Home pendants, also in a blue hue, hang above the Carrara Bianco marble-topped
island. “We love the peacock blue kitchen so much,” the client says. “It is the ultimate entertaining space, especially because we love to cook with the garden veggies.”

“The clients considered remodeling the existing house,” says San Francisco-based architect Charlie Barnett of

Charlie Barnett Associates, who, along with his project manager, Gilberto Floresta, designed a dwelling for
modern living that nods to the original structure and the historic farms of the region. “When I met them and
walked through the site, they asked me if there was any hope, and I had to say no,” admits Barnett. “The site is in
a valley, and the compound has a swimming pool, pool house, guest house, barns, and lake. The main house was

the weak link, so we decided to take it down and start over.”

Even though the homeowners opted to start fresh with the house, they requested architecture conducive to the
original property and interiors that embrace a more laid-back bohemian vibe than their residence in San
Francisco, which skews formal. “We wanted to respect the fact that this was the family home of a
multigenerational Napa Valley agricultural family,” explains the wife. “We always wanted to maintain a feeling of

California farmhouse, but not the modern farmhouse that is prevalent right now.”

Siting the new house on the same footprint as the old one—and tucking it between a series of old-growth oak
trees—Barnett and Floresta, who worked with FMA Builders as their contractor, mirrored the two-story
structure of the original house. Adding a third, lower level at the back, where the property slopes, introduced
space for a playroom, gym, potting room, and other entertaining amenities without impeding views from the
main floor. “The front porch was an important element,” Barnett says. “It offsets the set-back massing of the
second floor.” It is also a perch for a row of classic Danish rocking chairs. “It feels like no farmhouse narrative is

complete without rocking chairs,” says Dunham, who commissioned the pieces in teak.

Shop out the look of the house here™



https://cna.st/affiliate-link/DX7bjAvRTFh3UoynZ14uGtAxpfKiwWvZiVnYzhj24QLxta8CWCPjdBTqq9ddwKcxG2ZubVPPorqruAn8kevbawTTyi1xSzLRG14C6kQ8Di4tHfuaTs2icuYRru7gDj7NfMXcrp3ZvmehEv?xid=fr1719589165473bea
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Electric blue details are balanced with sage green textiles in the guest suite on the ground floor. The stately four-poster bed is a piece from Hollywood at Home, for
which Dunham designed custom white sheer linen curtains with a blue linen border. A vintage African textile tucks into the bed, and a Marc Phillips custom wool area
rug brings warmth underfoot.

The structure was fully designed when Dunham joined the project, and Barnett employed a material palette

that “would have been indicative of a farmhouse built 100 years ago,” the architect says. This includes a stone
base that matches retaining walls found elsewhere on the property, white-painted cedar siding, and wood

windows with mullions. Designing within this framework, Dunham outfitted the interiors with a mix of new
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furniture, custom pieces, and vintage finds (French brutalist candle holders, Italian textiles, fireplace surrounds
from the 1930s) that blur the lines between decades and give the home a comfortable, lived-in feel. “I wanted

people to think, Is this a new house, or was it renovated?” says Dunham.

With the backdrop in place, the designer layered color and pattern in certain areas, using upholstery and
textiles in the family room and guest room and paint in the dining room and kitchen (a vibrant jewel-toned
turquoise), the potting room (soft, sage green), and the wet bar (a red that pays homage to the traditional
barn). Other places, such as the living room and the book-lined library, are anchored in soft, neutral tones in a
palette of stained-oak flooring and materials such as vintage French linens, jute, and wicker. The living room is
the client’s favorite place in the home, where a row of French doors opens to a terrace with sweeping

views. Punctuating the decor are works of art—a series of drawings by Sol LeWitt, a hanging neon piece by

Andrea Bowers, wall rugs by the Haas Brothers—that underscore the clients’ creativity and free-spirited style.

“Everyone worked to make a seamless transition between the indoors and outdoors,” notes Dunham, who,
along with Barnett, worked closely with landscape architect Scott Lewis on the grounds. Starting from the
house, where a back porch provides a space for outdoor dining, one can meander along a series of tree-and-
shrub-lined paths, which unfurl to reveal a swimming pool, a pond with a rowboat, lush flower and vegetable
gardens, patios with a fireplace and pizza oven, and an original barn converted into a basketball court. “We find
the house functions so beautifully,” says the client, “and we love spending time there—inside and out. Any view

of the barn and ponds is our favorite vista, at any time of the day.”

Architect Charlie Barnett, of Charlie Barnett Associates, worked to design a contemporary residence that paid homage to the property’s original farmhouse. The
porch, where a row of teak rocking chairs sits on a Chicago brick floor, presents an inviting welcome for guests and the homeowners alike.


https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/most-beautiful-brutalist-buildings-world
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Anchored by a soft palette of neutrals, one section of the living room—an area favored by the client—looks out onto the majestic property. Here, a custom-designed
téte-a-téte seating solution is upholstered in vintage French linen and the window treatments—custom woven, dyed, and embroidered panels made from
Hollywood at Home Indian bedcovers—diffuse the dreamy afternoon light. Additional vintage items, including an Italian mosaic-topped side table, a round marble
coffee table, and an antique Persian rug, round out the vignette.
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A charming potting room is the landing place for freshly picked flowers from the garden before they travel along to other rooms. The sage green of the cabinetry is
complemented by a Chicago brick floor, and a collection of wicker baskets—that match the Industry West settee—sit on open shelves and hang from a vintage
French oak coat rack, ready for an afternoon of bloom picking.


https://cna.st/affiliate-link/2Hr9jcQ7UuVdQibyj5tMtjtYQ4oCGbazkPEFDV1BVGzc49ktPG8yQXuEdDeMjq8BqQgcHaECbdm4Et38vmLFB9gCWfASD9XXtYgasdTgRUpABUEN4GFtXVT9gpwQbfGg1gULW?xid=fr1719589165473afi

£ 688
& &

b2 g8 B

The first room off the front hall, the library—which was originally slated to be a sixth bedroom—ended up as a dedicated space for learning and contemplation. “We
made the bookcases out of vintage wood,” says Dunham. “The sconces give it a lightly industrial farmhouse vibe.” A custom tufted sleeper sofa provides a place for

extra guests, if needed, and the pair of 1960s Arne Norell Sirocco safari chairs were from the client’s existing collection. A trio of signed Ralph Holmes drawings
hangs above the sofa.
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The bar—painted in Farrow & Ball’s vibrant Rectory Red—has an eclectic, ready-to-party energy. Custom cabinetry by Phoenix Woodworks is topped with a
durable soapstone countertop, and unlacquered brass fixtures, an antique rug, and the rustic wooden chair add a vintage feel. The 1960s wicker bull head is from
Spain.


https://cna.st/affiliate-link/3qWb9ebJmvAykTWBKaYhPdWu515F2vuTtzj3GLecarF3Ex5oZSh3QbzjnM5gBVgs8RmaMkYBdgWUx8ecmxFKgaX89spw9BMESq47cvvXj7bog8CqYbHBVDe3TQ7tDue8qutiXRcjw9mae?xid=fr1719589165473fjg
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/xFv8H8nnvsqjwkMe4FJDj6ryPN9e7d5RQA44DgkTg237gdCmmsHM8hBUXX6i2mBgyXtEMSYmNio6VpvrZmKMcgEmHfgFnNLGGqhrPDnSaV6xTSrHLATF8ft9gbDvmftPftG2XMA1baNLwsU?xid=fr1719589165473hdi
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The family room is a riot of color and pattern. In a room often ruled by the kids, Dunham chose durable fabrics, including the Fig_ Leaf outdoor option from his own
line, for the curtains, sofa, and ottoman. A Sisal Carpet jute rug adds texture that picks up the weave seen in the Anthropologie swivel chairs. Artist Matthew
Ritchie’s 2003 work Sea State Five hangs over the sofa. Art: © Matthew Ritchie 2024/James Cohan, New York
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Just off the back porch, a peaceful seating area outfitted with chairs, sides tables, and upholstery by Hollywood at Home. The property, at one time an operating
dairy farm, is dotted with mature oak and sycamore trees—some of which are nearly 200 years old.
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The clients are big entertainers and often have family and friends out for the weekend. On a gravel patio off the back of the house, two dining tables provide plenty
of space for dinner parties. The dining chairs are by Hollywood at Home, upholstered in a durable Sunbrella fabric.
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“This dense color connected very well with the view,” says Dunham of the Dunn-Edwards After the Storm paint coating the dining room and kitchen. In the former,

the table and benches were brought over from the client, and the chairs are a Hollywood at Home design, made from leftover wood cut to build the house. A parade
of 1970s brutalist bronze candlesticks—found in France—marches down the center of the table. A large woven Moroccan luminaire hangs above the table, bringing
softness with its curves.
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In the powder room, Dunham repurposed an antique chest of drawers into a vanity, topping it with Carrera marble and a Jandelle unlacquered-brass sink. The walls
are finished with vintage pressed botanicals. “I had a box of dried flowers that sat under my desk for 10 years,” Dunham says. “I thought, Why don’t we try them on
a piece of drywall? So we put them between pieces of see-through wax paper, and they managed to stay in place.”


https://cna.st/affiliate-link/2Hr9jcQ7UuVdQibyj5tMtjtYQ4oCGbazkPEFDV1BVGzc49ktPG8yQXuEdDeNsTttFBpLzSFdYjEmPJ8MX4jwdWeWYihnMrFztom9bee1V3fG5sB7zbWpfWqo3MQScThiMLSmU?xid=fr1719589165473cih

The existing outdoor fireplace is a popular gathering spot. Dunham created an intimate seating area with Hollywood at Home chairs and a custom teak coffee table
with an inset pebble-stone top.
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but the ceiling is left white to allow for some aesthetic breathing room. On the bed, a

s sunny Yellow Ground

vintage 1970s wool textile piece is a playful reminder to start the morning with a smile

Dunham’s textile collection.

This bright bedroom is painted in Farrow & Ball

and the custom wing chair is upholstered in a geometric linen from

s
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Leaning into the farmhouse aesthetic, Dunham outfitted this upstairs bathroom with a freestanding cast-iron Waterworks tub, which pops against the white
wainscotting. To give the checkerboard flooring an elevated twist, the designer used reclaimed gray-and-white marble, fitting the pieces into the classic pattern. To
keep product—or fresh flowers—at hand, Dunham added a 19th-century Moorish side table inlaid with pearl details.
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A kids room is awash in shades of blue, with Sherwin Williams’ Bluebell paint as the background. The clients already owned the pair of spindle beds; Dunham
painted them in Benjamin Moore’s bold blue to match the room’s palette. The under-window vanity is a 1950s wicker piece, and the textile used for the window
treatments, ottoman, and armchair is Dunham’s Cosima pattern. Art: Jean-Baptiste Mondino
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In the primary bedroom, Dunham achieved a serene ambiance while still using color and pattern. The walls are covered in a linen blend that adds subtle texture to
the space. The whimsically patterned headboard—done up in Lake August’s Nasturtium—nods to the property’s gardens. Next to the bed sits a 1960s Sarreid Spain
brass-and-copper trunk with a custom wood base. The lamp on top is a handmade stoneware piece by Miguel Torres-Macias, with a shade fashioned from a vintage

orange sari.
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Spending time with family and friends—and feeling like they could really get away from the city—was important to the clients. They wanted a property with
amenities such as a tennis court, pool, and gardens. A row of teak Hollywood at Home loungers upholstered in a Peter Dunham textile gives parents a place to sit
bac and relax while the kis sp_Iash the day away in the pool.
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A flower garden abundant with roses sits outside an original barn.


https://cna.st/affiliate-link/DX7bjAvRTFh3UoynZ14uGtAxpfKiwWvZiVnYzhj24QLxta8CWCPjdBTqq9ddwKcxG2ZubVPPorqruAn8kevbawTTyi1xSzLRG14C6kQ8Di4tHfuaTs2icuYRru7gDj7NfMXcrp3ZvmehEv?xid=fr1719589165473hhb
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/DX7bjAvRTFh3UoynZ14uGtAxpfKiwWvZiVnYzhj24QLxta8CWCPjdBTqq9dYQZuYUzeo6nUxBVVbXF69z6FWezc8ENVmC5Uimw9mP64WJSEdDr94XMjxP84oXtiDvi2Ej3qdB4VrmrR7mG?xid=fr1719589165473jgh

Although the property contains grapevines, which the family loves to look at from various vantage points on the property, they didn’'t want the work that goes into
cultivating them. The vegetable garden is a more manageable solution that makes it easy for the clients to pop out for some greens and herbs while preparing
dinner.



Rachel Gallaher is an award-winning freelance journalist and editor living in Seattle. With nearly 15 years of experience covering

design, architecture, art, travel, and books, she is interested in the spaces where these topics overlap—and their impact on culture.

Rachel currently writes for a handful of publications, including Robb Report,... Read more
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